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SUBJECT: US-JAPAN PLANNING TALKS 

1 . S/P DIRECTOR LAKE HAS AGREED TO JAPANESE PROPOSAL THAT 
US-JAPAN PLANNING TALKS BE HELD IN NIKKO SEPTEMBER 7-9. 

2. AT ONE POINT IN DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE DATES, JAPANESE 
EMBASSY COUNSELOR KURIYAMA OFFERED HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT 
IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE TO ABANDON PAST PRACTICE OF 
EXCHANGING FORMAL PAPERS, AGREEING AHEAD OF TIME ONLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ON AGENDA. KURIYAMA INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY WOULD PROBABLY ADHERE TO PRECEDENT, PROPOSING 
AGENDA AROUND AUGUST 1 WITH PAPERS TO BE EXCHANGED 
AROUND SEPTEMBER 1. 

3. INITIALLY S/P INFORMED KURIYAMA THAT A SUGGESTION TO 
ELIMINATE PAPERS WOULD BE POSITIVELY RECEIVED ON OUR SIDE, 
BUT THAT WE LEFT IT TO JAPANESE HOSTS TO MAKE SUCH A 
PROPOSAL. 
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4. NONETHELESS, BASED BOTH ON HEAVY SUMMER SCHEDULE OE 
THOSE INVOLVED IN PREPARATIONS EOR TALKS AND LAKE'S 
PREEERENCE FOR FREE DISCUSSION RATHER THAN HIGHLY EORMAL 

PRESENTATIONS, WE HAVE NOW ASKED JAPANESE EMBASSY TO 
EXPLORE WITH TOKYO THE POSSIBILITY OP ELIMINATING FORMAL 
PAPER EXCHANGE SO AS TO MAXIMIZE OPPORTUNITY EOR GENUINE 
GIVE-AND-TAKE. WE HAVE CONCURRED IN A SUGGESTION BY 
KURIYAMA THAT EACH SIDE WOULD INDICATE SUB-TOPICS TO 
BE COVERED WITHIN EACH AGENDA ITEM. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD FOLLOW UP WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY POLICY PLANNING DIRECTOR. 

6. EA CONCURS IN THIS MESSAGE. VANCE 
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